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“There is a time for everything, and a season
for every activity under heaven.” Ecclesiastes 3 verse 1
On a recent trip to York to visit my granddaughters (and of
course their mum and dad!) we took off for the beach at Filey
for the first picnic of the season. Travelling with us in the back
seat was 5 year old Thea who, from out of the blue, asked her
Gran the question: ‘Gran - what is it that makes nature start
up again? ‘ After a few insights on the warmth of the sun
getting warmer she had moved on to the next question,
which was about nail varnish...
The observational powers of a five year old had noted that
around us were the signs of a new season emerging - first
sign was the snowdrop then the crocuses and by the time
you read this the daffodils will be in full flight. In nature God
has set a special time for every activity and likewise in our
journey of life and faith there are such times and seasons.
While he was among us, Jesus would often take time out in
his Father’s presence so that he could discern the time and
also discover what the Father would have him do. As he
ventured towards the cross whose shadow had been cast
over his life, he would often say: ‘my time has not yet come’
and on other occasions would note that: ‘I only do what I see
the Father doing.’ He was, on his journey, well tuned in to the
times and seasons for every activity under heaven.
Let us, like Jesus, tune in to the times and seasons on our
journey and in the process discover anew something of the

plans and purposes that God has for us - time to give something up, let something go or start something new?
Through all the changing seasons one thing is sure: God is
with us, so let me encourage you to embrace all that the new
season brings - even if it’s a springtime picnic with ice cream
to finish in 7 degrees of bracing wind!
Blessings
David

News from the LaunchPad
Well here we are on an overcast March afternoon sipping warm tomato and courgette soup
and mulling over a rather chilly prospect – heading off to explore the ice caps. This year’s team
has already got planning well underway for Polar Explorers, a summer holiday club aimed at
primary aged children. Together we shall set off to bring an important message to a young
scientist. Along the way there will be carbon footprints to consider, warnings about preparing
for blizzards and a friendly guide in the form of Blitz, the husky. Well known BBC presenter
Gemma Hunt will be on hand, or rather remote link, to point our way into the theme – you are
NEVER too ANYTHING to be used by God. Not too ordinary, nor too bad, or even too young! And
certainly never too old ;)
And so just as we gather to prepare and plan, as momentum gathers and excitement builds can
I ask you all to join us in praying. Pray for the core planning team - they have a lot of work ahead
of them! Pray and give thanks for the volunteers, as we couldn’t do this without them. And pray
also for the children who will come, that they will have fun!
Sign up and get involved!! Even if you are too busy in the office to come on an Arctic adventure
you can still be part of the mission! We need lots of:
Cardboard tubes (gift wrapping etc); Shoeboxes; Old maps; Plastic 4-pint milk cartons (lots and
lots of them!)
A loan of any of these items– a sledge(!); Old skis; Boots; Jackets; Goggles; Backpacks; Ice picks;
Tents; Ski poles; Wooden tennis rackets; Transmitter radio set.
It’s time to check what’s lurking in the lofts!! Please let Explorer-in-Chief, Paula Cameron know
what you find childrenyouth@qpcweb.org

