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This month we are looking at 4 of the Minor Prophets to see what
they have to say to us today. We began with Joel and the theme of
Visions and Dreams. Then we looked at Habakkuk with the theme
of Response to God’s “Absence.” Last week we looked at Haggai
with the theme of Rebuilding the Temple. This week we turn to
Micah. While it is longer than the others we have looked at, it would
still be good if you could read the whole of the book before we
“meet.” This material is for 24th June.

Week 4 – What does the Lord require?

Leader
In the celebration that embraces the exile and outcast,
in the joy that sings of freedom at last,
we worship the God of justice and peace,
we praise the God of freedom and joy,
we adore the God of love and new life,
we bless the God of reconciliation and healing,
we glorify the God of harmony and bliss.
We add our voice to the music of God,
we fall silent in the presence of mystery,
in wonder and awe and love,
the Mystery that is the source of our being
and the God of our belonging,
beautiful, utterly holy, glorious light,
unbounded love. Alleluia! Alleluia!

OPENING RESPONSES
We will look to you, O God.
WE WILL WALK IN YOUR WAYS.
We will live in peace.
WE WILL NOT BE AFRAID.
We will live in justice.
WE WILL NOT LIE OR CHEAT.
We will speak for the poor.
WE WILL SPEAK AGAINST EVIL.



We will watch for you, O God.
WE WILL WAIT AND YOU WILL SAVE US.

Hymn or Song
There are lots of hymns and songs which would fit the bill here. You
might want to read one or listen to a recording. Hymn 362 – Heaven
shall not wait – is a suggestion.

Read: Psalm 15

Prayer
Praise Christ – who has turned upside down the wisdom of the
world.
Praise Christ – who by his death on the cross has given to us life
everlasting.
Praise Christ – who came to be like us and showed his vulnerability,
so that we might be like him.
Praise Christ – who lives as one with those who are on the fringes
of respectability and with those whose names are known only to
him.

Wise and loving God, we have failed to see ourselves as we are;
we have failed to understand how deep your love for us is; we have
failed to discern your priorities for our world.
In your grace, forgive us.
SILENCE
Wise and loving God, we pray that we may see you clearly,
uncluttered by our past failings and unburdened by our prejudices
and false loyalties.
Wise and loving God help us to learn from those who are less than
important in the eyes of the world. Grant us courage to learn
poverty that we may discover true riches. Grant us courage to
become foolish in the eyes of the world so that we might speak with
your wisdom. Grant us courage to celebrate weakness so that we
may rest in your strength.
SILENCE
And now hear us as we pray further in the words Jesus taught his
disciples, saying:
OUR FATHER



Read Micah 6 verses 1 – 8
Matthew 5 verses 1 - 12

Reflection
Reflect for a maximum of 5 – 7 minutes.
You might want to reflect on the 3 parts of Micah 6 verse 8: do
justly; love mercy; walk humbly with God, and consider how we can
live them out in practice. Or you might want to consider those
verses alongside the Sermon on the Mount.
These are just suggestions – you will have other ideas.
This part of the service might involve music or something visual; it
might involve silence.

You might want to use this short reflection:

Show love

Show love, act justly, walk humbly with God:
Enough challenge and adventure;
Enough wonder and creativity;
Enough tears and laughter;
Enough task for a lifetime;
Enough company and direction, to see us safe home.

From “Fig Trees and Furnaces” edited by Ruth Burgess and
published by the Iona Community.

Prayer
This is a time for prayers for the world; for the communities in which
we live; for the Church and those who minister here in any capacity;
for those known to us to be in particular need of our prayers; for
ourselves.

CLOSING BLESSING
Peace between neighbours,
Peace between kindred,
Peace between lovers,
In love of the King of life.



Bless, O Christ, my face,
Let my face bless everything;
Bless, O Christ, mine eye,
Let my eye bless all it sees.

(From “Carmina Gadelica: Hymns and Incantations”.)


