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Last February the overall theme for our midweek 
services was “Hope and Renewal in times of Change.” 
That included change in our country and change in our 
country and also in the Church of Scotland where 
Presbyteries and the National Church were, and still are, 
undergoing major structural changes. The ability to 
make progress with these changes has been delayed by 
the pandemic. Progress in dealing with vacancy process 
has resulted in delays for congregations and for those 
seeking charges. We lack a sufficient number of 
Ministers and many congregations find it difficult to 
recruit office-bearers and other leaders. But we have 
not stood still and many congregations have found 
imaginative ways of continuing the worship of the 
Church as well as continuing its administration. 
We are always in a time of change, but we are also in a 
time of uncertainty and anxiety too. So, the overall 
theme this February is: 
“Hope and Renewal” The individual themes for each 
week provide four different aspects to think about. The 
introduction and the opening responses for each week 
are the same. 
 
 



Week 1 – Home 

Leader:  
The Lord says: When the time comes, I will answer the 
prayers of my people. 
 
Opening Responses 
I will betroth you to myself forever 

WITH INTEGRITY AND JUSTICE, WITH TENDERNESS 
AND LOVE 
I will betroth you to myself with faithfulness 
AND YOU WILL COME TO KNOW ME 
I will say: You are my people 
AND WE WILL ANSWER: YOU ARE OUR GOD 
For once you were outside mercy 
BUT NOW YOU HAVE BEEN GIVEN MERCY 
THIS IS OUR HOPE, OUR LIVING HOPE. WE SHALL BE 
GLAD. 
 
Read: Genesis 18 verses 1 – 8 
 
Hymn or song or poem – you might choose to read 
something that speaks of home or speaks to you of 
home 
 
Read:  Psalm 84 
 
Prayer 
Strong, sheltering God, we bless you for all the beautiful 
things of home; warmth and shelter when the wind 



outside is bitter; food for the body and the soul; 
treasured gifts and treasured memories; stability, 
acceptance, care. 
We bless you for the chance to be ourselves; for the 
tasks which weave the pattern of our days; for the 
sweet, familiar round of ordinary things. 
BLESSED ARE YOU STRONG SHELTERING GOD 
 
But if we have ever forced our expectations or our will 
on those with whom we share home; or if we have 
taken their care for granted; if we have made our home 
a place of argument; or if we have shut out people who 
don’t belong as we do;  
HAVE MERCY ON US GOD OF FRIEND AND STRANGER; 
DISTURB OUR COMPLACENCY; SHAKE OUR CIRCLES OF 
CONTENTMENT; SWEEP THROUGH OUR HEARTS AND 
OUR HOUSES WITH THE NEW BROOM OF YOUR SPIRIT 
UNTIL LOVE IS OUR ONLY REFUGE 
 
And now hear us as we pray further in the words Jesus 
taught his disciples saying: 
OUR FATHER 
 
Read: Luke 2 verses 39 - 52 
 
Reflection  
Reflect for a few minutes on what home means to you, 
on what the scripture passages say about home and 
then allow others to share their reflections of what 
home means to them. This part of the service might 



involve music; it might involve the use of something 
visual; it might involve silence. You might use props 
from home e.g. keys, ornaments, etc. 
 
Prayer 
This is a time for prayers for the world, for the 
communities in which we live; for the Church in a time 
of restrictions on what we can do; for all whose homes 
are places of unhappiness, threat or insecurity; for 
those who have no home; for those we are currently 
unable to welcome into our homes; for those known to 
us to be in particular need of our prayers; for ourselves. 
 
CLOSING RESPONSES 
On our hearts and on our houses 
THE BLESSING OF GOD 
In our coming and going 
THE PEACE OF GOD 
In our life and believing 
THE LOVE OF GOD 
At our end and new beginning 
THE ARMS OF GOD TO WELCOME US AND BRING US 
HOME 
AMEN. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


